21.06.2026
Subject: Please Support the Bereavement Support Payment Petition in Parliament
Dear Kate,
I am writing as your constituent to ask you to support the upcoming parliamentary debate on Bereavement Support Payment (BSP), following the petition that has now passed 100,000 signatures.
The current BSP system — introduced in 2017 — provides only 18 months of support to widowed parents, regardless of a child’s age or needs. Before 2017, support continued until the youngest child left full‑time education. This change represents a 91% cut in duration for bereaved children.
Since 2017, BSP has also never been uprated, meaning its real‑term value has fallen year after year. The result is that thousands of bereaved families are now facing long‑term financial hardship, despite their partners having paid National Insurance contributions for decades. Many parents report losing 50–75% of household income overnight, being pushed into debt and being forced to work more hours at the exact moment their children need them most.
The Widows Fight UK report shows that:
· 75% of families are worse off under the current system
· children’s grief often intensifies after the first year, not before
· Universal Credit is not an adequate answer for bereaved families 
· the UK is now an international outlier in providing only short‑term bereavement support
· the system treats children of death worse than children of separation
his is not a party‑political issue. It is a matter of fairness, children’s rights, and honouring the National Insurance contributions that bereaved parents paid in good faith.
I am asking you to:
1. Support the petition in Parliament
2. Speak in favour of reform
3. Engage with Widows Fight UK and the families affected
You can follow the campaign here on social media. 
Please let me know how you intend to engage with this issue. Your support would mean a great deal to families like mine and to thousands of bereaved children across the UK.
Yours sincerely, Caroline Booth, add your address including postcode, email address and contact phone number
